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IU's November 1999, and we're at the turn of
the century: we're in Kansas City at the mega
event, which 1s the CFA International Cat
Show. Twenty-three Ragdoll cats, kittens and
alters responded to the call of Breed Chaur,
Judy Kay Halsey. All came n their best attire,
displayed 1in a whole row of flashy ecru red
cage bottoms, cage decorations and curtains
harboring ticking clocks - showing that the
“Time™ had come... A beautiful display was
made in the breed booth under the banner for
“Provisional Breeds,” with photographs of
some of the nicest specimens of the breed, lots
of mformation and marvelous real hve cats for
visitors, judges and fanciers alike to appreciate
n therr full glory. The cats were on therr best
behavior, proud owners and extra
groomers/“fooffers™ at thewr command to par-
ticipate n this mega event, all having but one
thing in mind - show CFA, the largest registry
of pedigreed cats, that the breed was deserving
of their recogmtion... Then 1t was
“Ragdoll Time!!!"

That was my very first taste of CFA and what
an addictive experience it has turned out to be!!
Just a few months later at the February 2000
board meeting, when Ragdoll breeders around
the world were holding their breath as they
attentively listened to the on-line transmission
of the various items on the agenda, we all
cheered a sigh of relief and cheered
ecstatically as the verdict fell... The breed
had been accepted into Champtonship,
UNANIMOUSLY!!!

The venture towards CFA acceptance had been
a long and difficult one, but breeders had
relentlessly pursued this ultimate goal through-
out the years, and they were finally going to be
rewarded for all their hard work. From then on,
Ragdoll breeders have been proud to exhibit
therr cats under the “Ragdoll™ banner that
langs from the ceiling at subsequent CFA
International Cat Shows. I'm very proud to
have been a small part of this story and will
take this opportunity to thank all those pioneers
of the breed who contributed, each in their own
way, towards this achievement, and will take
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the rest of you on a trek to help you discover
this breed that has stolen the hearts of so many
people all over the world.

History

It all started in a town called Riverside in
California, sometime in the early 1960s. A
woman of hmited financial means and little
education, Ann Baker, made her meager living
working at a local laundromat while she
worked on a small experimental cat breeding
program that she dabbled with for a number of
years as a hobby. None of the cats were pedi-
greed but she was breeding them proudly,
attempting to create something unique, some-
thing of a longhaired Burmese-type cat.

Ann Baker had a neighbor, Mrs. Pennels, who
had a large piece of property where a number
of cats ran around and bred randomly. One of
these cats was a longhaired white cat called
“Josephine.” Josephine was not a very friendly
cat, being very protective and aggressive
towards people and other animals that tried to
get close 10 her kittens. Survival of the fittest
was her motto, and survival 1nstincts she did
have. Josephine had an unfortunate accident
one day, as she was run over by a car; she
miraculously survived. How she managed to
recover depends on which version of the story
you have heard - although severely disfigured,
she recovered sufficiently to be able to pursue
her love affairs with the local tomcats and pro-
duce a few more litters.

Ann had been known to routinely “borrow™
one of Mrs. Pennels’ cats to breed some of her
own cats to. Thus she entertained a certain
friendly, neighborly relationship with Mrs.
Pennels. During one such visit, Ann was com-
pletely taken aback by the striking beauty of
one of the kittens 1n Josephine’s last litter. It
was a blue-eyed pomted kitten, with white feet
and tail tp, harboring a blaze of white hairs
contrasting on the dark mask of his face. For
Ann, this kitten had a truly special and unique
look. She was totally taken with this cat who
she called “Beauty.” Although Mrs. Pennels
did not want to part with this particular cat, she
agreed to let Ann Baker use him and promised
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her a kitten from Josephine’s next litter instead

On a later visit to Mrs. Pennels, Ann disco -
ered that Josephine had had another one of her
multiple litters, but this time she had bred to
her son, “Beauty.” None of the kittens had the
same mitted look that appealed so much to
Ann, but she decided to take home one of the
kittens, a pointed female with lots of white and
an verted "V,” who she called “Fugiana.”
She also aquired a dark female out of
Josephine, and “Blackie,” who Ann called
“Buckweat.” 1t was a good thing she did a-
shortly after, Josephine had one of her over-
protective fits and attacked the family dog. Mr
Pennels, who wasn't really fond of the cats.
had had enough of the hissing and catiness; hc
took Josephine and the remaining kittens in the
litter 1o the local pound, where they were al
put down.

From this point on, Ann modified the orienta-
tion of her breeding program and decided t

concentrate on this new type of cat, aiming t

produce more cats like Beauty. Although Anr
had never paid attention to any of Josephime'
previous litters, 1t seemed that the late ofi-
spring of Josephine were exceptionally large
low shedding, had non-matting coats and werc
blessed with very gentle dispositions. To the
common layperson, 1t appeared that they ha

no sense of danger and were very tolerant t

inflictions that would have been painful an

produced violent reactions in any other norma
cat. No one really knows where these attributc

came from, or even 1f they were indeed legit

mate; but, a research lab was commissioned :

one point and after a lot of testing and probing
scientists determined that there were no phys

ological or neurological differences betwec

the Ragdolls and any other cats.

Ann claimed that the trait came fror
Josephine, whose genetic make-up had bec
modified during the accident, but as An
became older and perhaps a little more “eccer
tric,” the story became more and more distor:
ed - going into the midst of genetic engineer
ing for secret government experiments, th
introduction of human genes and such othe



